A rust disease caused by Prospodium paraguayense was observed on leaves of the sweet aromatic shrub Aloysia virgata collected in a fragment of Atlantic forest in the municipality of Viçosa, Minas Gerais, Brazil. This is the first record of Prospodium paraguayense on Aloysia virgata in Brazil.
Taxonomic description: Prospodium paraguayense (Speg.) Speg., Revista Argentina de Botánica 1, 1925 Spermogonia and aecia unknown. Uredinia on the abaxial leaf surfaces (Fig. 1) , subepidermal in origin, erumpent, pale cinnamon-brown, with inconspicuous, cylindrical, thin-walled paraphyses; urediniospores 17.5-24.0 Â 15.0-19.0 mm, broadly ellipsoid or globoid, wall 1.0 mm thick, golden to pale cinnamonbrown, uniformly echinulate (Fig. 2) . Telia as the uredinia but red brown to dark brown, pulverulent; teliospores 27.5-37.5 Â 20.0-25.5 mm, oblong-ellipsoid, slightly constricted at septum, wall not bilaminate, 2.0-4.0 mm thick at sides, chestnut brown ( Fig. 3 ), but with pale umbos thick over pores, strongly echinulate with broad cones spaced, pore apical in upper cell, near pedicel in lower cell, each with a conspicuous umbo; pedicel 15.0-31.0 Â 2.5-6.0 mm colorless, with a pair of branched appendages approximately midway and sometimes also basally or the lower portion simple and somewhat inflated. The biometric measurements and morphological characteristics of the rust fungus found on A. virgata matched with the description of P. paraguayense and differ from P. lippiae by its smaller length and width of the teliospores (Hennen et al. 2005) . Since the rust disease caused by P. lippiae can affect the essential oil composition of A. polystachya (Griseb.) Mouldenke by increasing the content of carvone and decreasing the percentage of a-thujone (Cabanillas et al. 2003) , this rust disease caused by P. paraguayense may also influence the essential oil composition of A. virgata and can become an important disease for the commercial production of this species. This is the first report of P. paraguayense on leaves of the sweet aromatic shrub A. virgata in Brazil. 
